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Online chat

Ask Michelle Zapanta, who writes the El
Paso Times’ “Trainer’s Tips” column, your
fitness questions during a live online chat
at 10 a.m. Tuesday at elpasotimes.com.

Features Editor Melissa Martinez 546-6345, mmartinez@elpasotimes.com | www.elpasotimes.com

Major
donations

» October 2010:
$10 million to es-
tablish the Gayle

Greve Hunt

School of Nurs-

ing at Texas

Tech University

Health Sciences

Center in El Paso.

» September
2010: $1.2 mil-

said.

Gayle and Woody Hunt have donated more than $18 million to El Paso-area organiza-
tions, including UTEP, in the past 15 months. “If others see what we are doing and that
we are committed to El Paso, hopefully they, too, will step up and donate,” Woody Hunt

lion to name the
Lower Valley
YWCA branch
the Dorothy
Woodley Hunt
Branch.

» August 2010: $5
million to the
University of
Texas at El Paso
to establish the
Hunt Institute for
Global Competi-
tiveness.

» October 2009:
$2 million to
UTEP to estab-
lish an endowed
chair in interna-
tional business
and to support
the Institute for
Policy and Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment.
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By Ramon Bracamontes
EL PASO TIMES

Woody and Gayle Hunt are
slowly stepping into the spot-
light.

Since 1987, through their
Hunt Family Foundation, the
Hunts have anonymously do-
nated millions of dollars to var-
ious El Paso causes, nonprofits
and institutions. Rarely did
they publicize what they were
doing.

But in the past year or so, the
Hunts have gone public with
some of their most generous
donations — $10 million to
Texas Tech, $7 million to
UTEP and $1.2 million to the
YWCA.

Their reason for going public
is simple, they said.

“It’s strategic,” Woody said.
“If others see what we are do-

ing and that we are committed
to El Paso, hopefully they, too,
will step up and donate or help

The Hunts made a decision in the late '70s to stay in El Paso and run their real estate and related businesses from here. Hunt Companies, which

Philanthropic
El Pasoans adopt
a higher profile

in any way they can. The
endgame is to make El Paso a
better place to live.”

And their reason for working
to make El Paso a better to live
is also simple.

“This is home,” Gayle said.
“This is where I grew up. This
is where our family is, and this
is where we want to be.”

The Hunts’ story

Woody Hunt is a native El
Pasoan. Gayle Hunt, formerly
Gayle Greve, moved with her
family to El Paso when she was
6 years old. She graduated from
Austin High School. He grew
up in the Lower Valley, gradu-
ated from Ysleta High School
at age 16 and immediately en-
rolled at Texas Western Col-
lege, which is now the Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso.

It was there, in an English
class, that Woody and Gayle
first met.

Please see Hunts 9F

s

has been operated by the Hunt family for four generations, has regional offices in Albuquerque, Honolulu and Washington, D.C.

This time, Christmas joy came out of the blue

A couple of weeks before Christ-
mas, I was sick of hearing every
conceivable version of “Jingle
Bells” on the radio. I was tired of
being assaulted by ads shouting
about holiday sales. Even the good
cheer of our kindhearted bell-
ringers overwhelmed me.

I was exhausted by manufactured
expectations and just wanted some
peace.

My wallet and digital camera had
been stolen, hardening my humbug.
As far as I was concerned, the spirit
of the season was visiting some
other relative this year.

On the drive home from work, I
counted the names left on my
shopping list and briefly consid-
ered sending apology letters in-
stead.

A 1960s-model station wagon
pulled in front of me on the free-
way, interrupting my thoughts. The
powder-blue Ford Falcon seemed
to be stuck at 50 mph. I took a deep
breath as cars on either side sailed
past us.

I was trapped and missed the exit
to Sunland Park Mall.

But twinkling blue lights caught

Minerva
Baumann

my eye. In the early-evening dark,
an eerie blue halo surrounded the
back half of the nearly 50-year-old
vehicle in front of me, sparking my
curiosity. When finally I was able
to pass, I glanced to my right and
felt suspended in time.

In the bed of the old wagon, past
the aura of blue light, I saw a
Christmas tree less than 2 feet tall,
decorated with a bit of tinsel and a
handful of colored bulbs and
trimmed with white lights. The tiny
tree and its homemade miniature
wonderland were lovingly lop-
sided. The scene appeared to be lit-
tle more than cobbled-together left-
overs from a holiday garage sale,
but the sight of it touched me.

I slowed down to get a better
look at this unusual display and the

people who carried it with them.
After a few miles driving on their
left, I fell behind for a while, then
moved to the right of the ancient
Ford so I could see who was driv-
ing. An elderly man was hunched
over the wheel, while a woman
(presumably his wife) sedately sat
in the passenger seat, hand on the
dashboard.

I guess she felt me staring as I
kept pace with their car. The little
old lady looked over at me and
smiled. So did L.

I considered following the couple
home so I could discover the story
behind their Christmas show on
wheels, but I didn’t want to alarm
them. It was enough that I had wit-
nessed the celebration they so will-
ingly shared with any fellow travel-
er who slowed down long enough
to experience it.

I don’t know how many miles
they had already had traveled or
how far they would go in the nights
to come before Christmas. But this
humble couple, their half-century-
old station wagon and the simple
act of sharing their joy, had given
me what all the sales and songs and

stereotypes had failed to inspire.

We all can get caught up in what
we think the holiday should mean
or what others tell us we should do
to create the magic of a merry
Christmas for our family and
friends.

It wasn’t a sleigh or Mr. and Mrs.
Claus I saw that night, but I did re-
ceive a gift. For a while, I was
swept up in a sense of childlike
wonder and delight.

Taking a moment to let go of our
burdens, to acknowledge an inno-
cent appreciation for something
wonderful that someone else has
done or said may help each of us to
recapture the spirit of childhood
that allows us to believe anything is
possible.

It’s not hard to share the bless-
ings of this season any time of year.
By finding ways in our daily lives
to demonstrate our love for what-
ever we cherish, we may unknow-
ingly provide inspiration to people
we might never meet but who may
remember us because of one mean-
ingful chance encounter.

Minerva Baumann may be reached at
living@elpasotimes.com.
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Though audiences dropped, 3-D surcharge propped up 2010 movie sales

By Ben Fritz

LOS ANGELES TIMES

If Hollywood learned any-
thing at the box office in 2010,
it’s to be glad for the higher
price charged for 3-D movie
tickets.

Total movie ticket sales in

the United States and Canada
were projected to end the year
slightly below last year’s record
of $10.6 billion. Many in the
movie industry consider that
good news, given the tough
economy.

But from another angle, the
picture is more troubling. Al-

though revenue was almost
even, the number of movie tick-
ets sold in 2010 year would drop
between 4 percent and 6 per-
cent from 2009, analysts said.
The difference is the higher
price on tickets for 3-D movies,
which accounts for the entire
gap between attendance and

revenue changes in 2010.

A full 8 percent of 2010’s box-
office revenue, or about $850
million, came from the addi-
tional $3 to $4 a ticket that
3-D moviegoers paid, according
to research by Lazard Capital.

“3-D has driven up the box of-
fice, but it has also obfuscated

Continued from 1F

Hunts

Continued from 1F

“All T remember is that she
was pretty, very pretty,” said
Woody, a businessman and
scholar who’d rather talk about
€COonomics.

Gayle, however, has no prob-
lem talking about how they
met.

“We fell in love on our third
date,” Gayle said. “We sat next
to each other at UTEP in Eng-
lish class. He was sweet and he
was very smart. I tried to make
A’s to keep up with him.

“On Valentine’s Day he sent
me roses, but he didn’t know
that three other guys also sent
me roses. He had to work for
me.”

Eventually, Woody won, and
he persuaded Gayle to transfer
with him to the University of
Texas at Austin. They both
graduated in 1966 from UT-
Austin, Gayle with a degree in
elementary education and
Woody with an honors degree
in finance.

It was about then, April 1966,
that they decided to get mar-
ried.

“His mother had to come
with us to the courthouse to
get the license because he
wasn’t old enough,” laughed
Gayle, who is 15 months older
than Woody. “I was of age, but
he wasn’t.”

Upon graduation, Gayle went
to work as a teacher. Woody
returned to college to get a
master’s degree in business.

“Back then I made $330 a
month, and that was enough to
live, pay bills and have some
money left over for Christmas
presents,” she said.

Throughout their college
days, Woody maintained his
ties to Hunt Building Corp., the
family business started by his
father, Jack L. Hunt, in 1947.

By 1977, Woody had taken
control of the family business
by purchasing a majority share
of Hunt Building stock. Back
then, it was a publicly traded
company.

At that point, Woody and
Gayle decided to stay in El Pa-
so and build their business
here.

“The nature of our business
is that we can operate it and
grow the company from here,”
Woody said. “There was no
need to leave.”

Hunt Companies Inc. has re-
gional offices in Albuquerque,
Honolulu and Washington,
D.C. Its headquarters are in El
Paso on Mesa Street. Woody is
the chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of Hunt Companies
Inc. and its affiliated compa-
nies.

He is also the chairman of
the board of the Hunt Family
Foundation, which he estab-

Woody L. Hunt
and Gayle Hunt
» Married: July 30, 1966, at First Christian Church.

P> Children: Jason, Joshua, Matthew and Sarah, as
well as eight grandchildren. A fifth child, Marcus,

passed away in 2008.

P> Pets: Two Yorkshire terriers, Lucy and Desi.

P Favorite vacation spot: Rwanda. “It was great
to see one of the more economically challenged
communities in the world. To be able look at
their economy, and see how their government
operates was fascinating,” Woody said. Gayle
said, “The gorillas in Rwanda are the most amaz-
ing thing I've ever seen. But | really think they
will be extinct real soon. That would be a loss for

this world.”

Hunt
Companies Inc.

» Woody L. Hunt is
chairman and chief
executive officer of
Hunt Companies
Inc. and its affiliated
companies, Hunt
Building Co., Hunt
Development Group,
Hunt Communities
and Hunt NR.

» Hunt Companies
Inc. is a diversified
investment, real es-
tate development,
design-build, con-
struction manage-
ment and asset
management com-
pany. Founded in
1947, it has become
one of the nation’s
leading developers
and contractors
with a focus on pub-
lic-private ventures,
military housing,
mixed-use, multi-
family housing,
master-planned
communities, office
and retail.

» Hunt Companies
has more than 360
employees and has
been operated by
the Hunt family for
four generations. It
is headquartered in
El Paso and has re-
gional offices in Al-
buquerque, Honolu-
lu and Washington,
D.C.

lished with Gayle in 1987. Gayle
is the vice president of the
foundation, and their son,
Joshua, is president. The Hunts
have had five children and
eight grandchildren. One son,
Marcus, died in 2008.

Joshua Hunt said his parents’
willingness to help others has
been evident for years.

“All our friends loved to
come over, and so on any given
afternoon we’d have bigger
kids in the pool and middle
kids playing video games and
younger kids in the kitchen,” he
said. “We were all over the
place, and I know everyone felt
welcome and easy in our
house. My mom and dad made
it that way, no matter who you
were.”

He also saw the love his par-
ents have for El Paso.

“As we grew up, we saw, and
felt, the passion that Mom and
Dad had for this community,”
he said. “They lived it, and we
learned it.

“At that age, it seemed to us
like they were involved in
everything. But the experience
of giving — of sharing — was
what they were really teaching
us. I think all of us realized,
from an early age, that we in-
herited a responsibility to help.

“And we’re still here in El Pa-
so through four generations, so
I think that says something
about where our roots are,
where our home is and where
that responsibility is focused.”

One of the ways Gayle taught
her children to help others was
by taking them to Bassett Cen-
ter during the holidays. There,
the children would pick a name
off the Christmas Angel Tree
and buy toys for the needy
child who otherwise would not
receive anything from Santa
Claus.

“Each time, we made sure the
kid on the tree got more pres-
ents than our own kids,” Gayle
said. “It all comes from our
thinking that those who have
received need to give back. It
also sends a message of hope
for others.”

Sen. Eliot Shapleigh, D-El Pa-
s0, has seen the work of the
Hunts up close for the past 14
years. Woody became a Uni-
versity of Texas regent while
Shapleigh was a senator. To-
gether, they fought Texas Tech
over control of a proposed bor-
der health institute in El Paso.
Texas Tech agreed to expand
its medical school in El Paso to
what is now the Paul L. Foster
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School of Medicine.

“More than any other El Pa-
soan, Woody has given of his
time, his money and his leader-
ship to our community,” Shap-
leigh said. “He is trusted, inde-
pendent and always tries to do
what he thinks is best.”

But more than his money,
Shapleigh said, it is Woody
Hunt’s willingness to put his
name and his reputation behind
this community.

“It’s not just his money, it’s
his leadership,” Shapleigh said.

In 1999, Woody was appoint-
ed to a six-year term on the
University of Texas System
Board of Regents by Gov.
George W. Bush. During that
time, Woody was the chairman
of the University of Texas In-
vestment Management Co.,
which manages $20 billion of
endowment and operating
funds for the UT and Texas
A&M systems.

Woody also served previous-
ly on Bush’s gubernatorial re-
election team, and he later be-
came co-chairman of Bush’s
presidential fundraising cam-
paign in western Texas.

But it his work on the UT
Board of Regents and with
UTEP that endeared Woody to
UTEP President Diana Natali-
cio. She, too, calls him the best
community leader El Paso has
ever had.

“He’s very smart. He’s data
driven, and he knows the pow-
er of data and research,” she
said. “But most importantly, he
devotes his time to gather and
have the information needed to
make astute decisions.”

If it weren’t for Woody, Na-
talicio said, UTEP might not be
the research-based institute it
is today.

“I don’t know anyone more
knowledgeable than him,” she
said.

Gayle agrees. That’s why she
snagged him back in 1966.

Ramon Bracamontes may be
reached at rbracamontes@
elpasotimes.com; 546-6142.

A version of this story first appeared
in El Paso Style magazine.
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FORT BLISS 10
1619 Pleasonton Rd. -
Freedom Crossing at Fort Bliss
888-94-FILMS
WWW.THEGRANDTHEATRE.COM

Fort Bliss, Freedom Crossing
and Fort Bliss 10 are open
to the public.
Access is available via the
Robert E. Lee gate by
showing your driver’s license
or government issued ID
during Easy Access Hours
Monday-Thursday & Sunday
from 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM and
Friday-Saturday
9:00 AM - 2:00AM.

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS (PG)
11:25 1:30 3:35 5:40 7:45 10:05

LITTLE FOCKERS (PG13) 12:00
2:20 4:40 7:15 9:45

TRUE GRIT (PG13) 11:30 2:05
4:357:20 9:55

THE FIGHTER (R) 11:00 1:40 4:20
7:05 9:50

HOW DO YOU KNOW (PG13)
11:15 2:00 4:45 7:30 10:15

TRON: LEGACY IN DISNEY
DIGITAL 3D (PG) 1:15 4:00 6:45
9:30

YOGI BEAR 3D (PG) 12:00 2:15
4:30 6:45 9:00

THE CHRONICLES OF
NARNIA: THE VOYAGE OF
THE DAWN TREADER IN
DIGITAL 3D (PG) 1:00 4:00 7:00
10:00

THE TOURIST (PG13) 11:20 1:45
4:107:10 9:35

TANGLED (PG) 11:05 1:25 3:45
6:30 9:15
Times subject to change

&, ID REQUIRED FOR R-RATED ADMISSION "
TIMES FOR JANUARY 1

the drop in moviegoers,” said
Vincent Bruzzese, president of
the motion picture group for re-
search firm Ipsos OTX.

But “if money goes up while
bodies go down, I'm not sure
it’s necessarily a bad thing,”
said Jeff Blake, vice chairman
of Sony Pictures.
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The King’s Speech (R)- DIGITAL
10:55 AM 2:15 5:45 8:45 PM

*Little Fockers (PG-13)- DIGITAL
NOW SHOWING ON 3 SCREENS!
10:10 AM 10: 30 11:20 12:40 1:00
1:50 3:10 3:30 4:15 5:45 6:05 6:55
8:20 8:40 9:20 PM

*3D Tron: Legacy (PG)- DIGITAL
NOW SHOWING ON 3 SCREENS!
9:30 AM 11:00 11:30 12:30 2:20 2:30
3:30 5:30 5:40 6:30 8:30 8:50 PM

*DBOX Presentation: 3D Tron (PG)
11:00 AM 2:20 5:40 8:50 PM

Tron: Legacy (PG)- DIGITAL
11:00 AM 2:00 5:00 8:00 PM

The Fl hter &'] DIGITAL
NOow SHO ING 2 SCREENS!
10:55 AM 11 55 1 50 250 4:50 6:05

*How Do You Know (PG-13)- DIGITAL
NOW SHOWING ON 2 SCREENS!
10:35 AM 11:35 1:30 2:30 4:25 5:25
7:20 8:20 PM

*3D Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of
the Dawn Treader (PG)- DIGITAL

NOW SHOWING ON 2 SCREENS!
10:30 AM 12:30 1:30 3:30 4:30 6:20

Chronicles of Narnia: The Vtgage of the
Dawn Treader (PG)- DIGITAL

9:35 AM 12:20 3:15 6:05 8:50 PM

Harry Potter amlslhe Iz;eaﬂllv Hallows (PG-

NOW SHOWING ON 2 SCREENS!
9:30 AM 1:00 1:30 4:30 5:15 8:25 PM

*3D Megamind (PG)- DIGITAL
9:40 AM 12:25 3:15 6:00 9:05 PM

Megamind (PG)- DIGITAL
10:25 AM 9:00 PM
*-DENOTES PASS RESTRICTED FEATURE

** ALL SHOW TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
COMING SOON: SEASON OF THE WITCH AND

THE GREEN HORNET 3D AND D-BOX

WWW. PCCMOVIES cCOoM

59 1 -4858
Fantastic
imk Everyday %m} Super Tuesdays
Yarbrough at Montwood
JACKASS 3 (R)
12:25 2:40 5:00 7:10 9:25
LIFE AS WE KNOW IT (PG-13)

5 4:50 7:15 9:40
SAW VI (R)
:15

DESPIIZ:ABI.E :ME (PG)

12:35 2:50 5:00

r R0

A REALD 3D XD

¢ TRON: LEGACY- REALD 3D XD [PG] (Adult $13.00,
Child/Senior $10.00) 10:00 4:20 10:45

#BLACK SWAN (R)

10:20AM 1:40PM 4:30PM 7:40PM
10:40PM

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA:
VOOY'QAGE OF YH! DAWN (PG)

(HRDNI([ES OF NARNIA:
'VOYAGE OF THE DAWN (3D) (PG)
9:50AM 12:50PM 3:50PM 6:55PM

9:50PM

DUE DATE (R)

10:30PM

#FIGHTER, THE (R)

940AM 12:40PM 3:45PM 6:50PM

OGUI.I.IVER S TRAVElS (PG)
11:00AM 4:05|
QP?;III.I.IVER S TRAVElS (3D)

9:30AM 12:00PM 2:30PM 5:00PM
7:35PM 10:10PM

HARRY POTTER AND THE
?lATHI.)Y HALLOWS PART 1
]0 20PM

W DO YOU KNOW (PG-13)
9 SSAM 1:05PM 4:10PM 7:15PM

KING S SPEECH, THE (R)
10:15AM 1:35PM 4:40PM 7:50PM.
#LITTLE FOCKERS (PG-13)
9:45AM 11:40AM 12:30PM

i

[BLACK SWAN (R)
11 ISAM 2:00PM 4:50PM 7:40PM

(HRONI([!S OF NARNIA: VOYAGE
[OF THE DAWN (PG)

9:20AM 2:35PM 7:55PM
[CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: VOYAGE
[OF THE DAWN (3D) (PG)

11:40AM 4:55PM 10:10PM
[FIGHTER, THE (R)

II ZSAM 2:10PM 5:05PM 8:05PM

GUllIVER 'S TRAVELS (PG)
12:05PM 5:25PM 10:40PM
(GULLIVER'S TRAVE[S (SD) (PG)

ZKDPM
HOW DO YOI (PG 13)
IU YUAM IZUPM 4ZIJPM T25PM

lITll! fOCKERS (PG-13)

9:25AM 9:55AM 12: UIJPM 12:30PM
2:35PM 3:05PM 5:10PM 5:40PM
7:45PM_8:20PM 10:35PM 10:50PM
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I

TRUE GRIT (PG 13)

10:00° 11:00AM° 12:00 1:00 200
300 400 5:00 6:00 700 8:00
9:00 10:00PH

YOG BEAR (3D) (PG)

10:05* 11:35AM* 1:05 235 405
5:35 7:05 835 10:05PM

YOG BEAR (PG)

10:250M 125 425 T:25PM 10:25PM
THE TOURIST (PG 13)

T0400M" 1:40 440 740 10:40PM
TANGLED (30) (PG)

1015 1:15 415 7:15 10:15PM
TANGLED (PG)

10:35M" 1:35 4:35 735 10:35PM
BURLESQUE (PG 13)

10:10M° 410 10:10PM

LOVE AND OTHER DRUGS (R)
1:10 7:10PM

—_—  WINNER! —o«ko —

2:25PM 3:15PM 5:10PM 6:05PM
8:00PM 8:50PM 10:50PM

@LITTLE FOCKERS (Digital) (PG-13)
10:45AM 1:30PM 4:T5PM 7:05PM
9:55PM

LITTLE FOCKERS (XD*) (PG-13)
1:10PM 7:30PM

MEGAMIND (PG)

9:35AM 12:35 3:25

TANGLED (PG)

10:10AM 12:55PM 4:00PM 6:40PM
TANGLED (30) (PG)

9:35AM 12:05P}

TOURIST, THE (PG-13)
IngSAM124SP 3:35PM 6:20PM

TRON: LEGACY (PG]
10:35AM 1:50PM 5:00PM 8:20PM
TRON: LEGACY (3D) (PG)
6:25PM 9:45PM
S$TRUE GRIT& *
M T1:25AM 1:15PM 2:20PM
M 5:15PM 6:30PM 7:20PM
M 9:25PM 10:55PM
'OPPABLE (PG-13)
Bl
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TANGLED (PG)

9:35AM 12:10PM 2:45PM 5:20PM
TANGLED (3D) (PG)
T1:35AM 2:20PM 4:40PM 7:15PM

TOURIST, THE (P6-13)
1145 225PH 5:15PM BO0PN

TRON: LEGACY (PG)

8:15PM 11:15PM

TRON: LEGACY (3D) (PG)
10:45AM 1:45PM 4:45PM 7:50PM

TRUE GRIT (PG-13)

11:20AM 2:05PM 4:50PM 7:35PM
8:10PM 10:25PM 11:00PM

YOGI BEAR (PG)

10:50AM 1:00PM 3:15PM 5:30PM

YoG! B!AKFD (P6)
10:10AM 12:25PM 2:40PM 5:00PM
T:10PM 9:25PM

‘GULLIVER'S TRAVELS (3D) (PG)
10:30AM" 1:30 4:30 7:30 10:30PM
GULLIVER'S TRAVELS (PG)
T0:45AM" 1:45 4:45 7:45 10:45PM
@R CinéArts &
THE BLACK SWAN (R)
10:20" 11:50AM" 1:20 2:50 4:20
5:50 7:20 8:50 10:20PM
@S Events@

[Some shows canceled for events]
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: DON
CARLO (NR)
WEDNESDAY 6:30PM

TIMES WITH ASTERISKS (*) ARE FRIDAY
THROUGH SUNDAY ONLY
VISIT www.cinemark.com FOR OPERAS
AND FATHOM EVENTS

GOLDEN GLOBE %

NOMINATIONS INCLUDING

BEST PICTURE
BLACKSWAN

aes
N\

|

NOW PLAYING AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE
Check Local Listings For Theatres And Showtimes

BlackSwan2010.com

El Paso's Prefemed Provider of:
w3 - H .
=% invisalign
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Pebired | iny eeed o ind
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Cetgoary

Geateral Den@ary and Orthodontics

Antonio Solis D.DS.
915.595.3333

TETE Gatewany East Sulte 10

Sl

ElPaso, TE 76515

Professional Teeth Wit e

Z0OO0M! $525:

(51,295 value)

Toam CrEnTineT e iidik

CELEBRATE THE

NEW YEAR WITH

THE #1 COMEDY
IN AMERICA

A
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text FOCKERS with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)!
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